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Developing 
International 
Friendly  Relations 
Through  Student  Contacts 


“Madame,  can  you  tell 
me  where  I can  rent  a 
room?” 

“Madame,”  a West 
Philadelphia  woman  turned 
and  saw  a young  girl  on 
the  verge  of  tears.  The 
tears  overflowed  when  the 
stranger  was  told  that  Ma- 
dame knew  of  no  rooms 
for  rent,  but  Madame’s 
interest  was  aroused. 

Questions  deftly  put  brought  to  light  the  fact  that  the 
young  inquirer  was  an  Armenian  who  had  come  to  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  to  study  dentistry. 

With  her  mother,  she  had  sought  all  day  for  a room,  but 
in  vain.  The  failure  of  this  final  appeal  seemed  to  blast  her 
hopes  of  an  education,  hence  the  tears. 

But  Madame  referred  the  girl  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stevenson 
at  the  International  Students’  House.  She  was  received  with 
kindly  spirit,  a suitable  room  was  secured,  and  she  is  happily 
continuing  her  course. 

Two  Chinese  were  looking  through  Houston  Hall  with 
the  earnest  gaze  of  the  stranger. 

A Director  of  the  Christian  Association,  with  a friend 
just  home  from  a five-year  term  of  teaching  in  China,  ap- 
proached and  greeted  the  newcomers. 

“Now,”  said  the  Missionary,  “if  you  would  make  these 
boys  feel  truly  at  home,  you  would  give  them  some  Chinese 
food.” 

A discussion  as  to  where  this  might  be  found  was  politely 
interrupted  by  one  of  the  students,  who  remarked  in  perfect 
English,  “It  is  not  food  we  want,  so  much  as  it  is  friends.” 

“You  shall  have  them,”  said  the  American.  “Do  you 
know  the  International  Students’  House?” 

“Oh.  yes,”  was  the  reply.  “We  went  there  immediately 
upon  arriving  in  Philadelphia. 

With  first  contacts  made,  these  attractive  young  men  were 
soon  introduced  into  American  homes,  where  they  have 
proved  themselves  most  popular  and  appreciative  guests. 

Out  of  countless  incidents,  these  two  demonstrate  the 
usefulness  of  the  International  Students’  House  of  the  Uni- 
versitv  of  Pennsylvania. 


Here  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Waldo  Steven- 
son devote  themselves  and  their  time  to 
service  with  the  two  hundred  and  fifty 
students  from  forty  nations  who  attend  our 
University.  The  service  rendered  runs  the 
whole  gamut  of  possibility,  and  includes 
guiding  the  stranger,  feeding  the  hungry, 
attending  the  sick,  lending  a helping  hand 
to  unfortunates,  attending  and  officiating 
at  weddings,  seeking  friends  for  friendless, 
and  social  life  for  young  men  and  women 
thousands  of  miles  from  home,  in  a land 
whose  language,  traditions,  customs,  eti- 
quette and  social  forms  are  all  different  from  anything  they 
have  ever  known  before.  Crowning  all  this,  is  the  quiet, 
pervasive  and  persuasive,  yet  unobtrusive,  Christian  atmos- 
phere that  surrounds  all  and  everything  at  the  House. 

Limited  dormitory  accommodations  are  available — about 
eight  men  can  be  cared  for.  Dining  facilities  for  about  sixty, 
and  meeting  places  for  various  clubs,  forums,  study  groups 
and  societies,  are  provided.  Both  the  dormitory  and  dining 
room  facilities  should  be  increased  to  meet  the  steadily  grow- 
ing demand  for  them.  The  interchange  of  thought  and  expe- 
riences around  the  hospitable  board  make  inevitably  for  a 
more  complete  international  understanding,  and  the  friend- 
ships generated  there  will  no  doubt  last  through  the  life  time 
of  many  who  enjoy,  and  have  enjoyed,  its  fellowship. 

Students  from  other  lands  frequently  arrive  in  the  United 
States  with  misconceptions  of  our  American  life,  and  are 
oftentimes  prejudiced  against  our  institutions  and  some  of 
our  ideals.  They  are  apt  to  return  home  even  more  preju- 
diced if  they  fail  to  meet  Americans  of  the  best  type.  Their 
life  while  here  may  be  lonely  and  circumscribed  because  of 
lack  of  American  friends.  One  student  from  South  America 
was  occasionally  overcome  with  home-sickness  to  such  an 
extent  that  he  could  not  pursue  his  studies  of  an  evening. 
At  such  times  his  habit  was  to  go  to  the  International  House 
for  a little  friendly  visit  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stevenson  and 
others  who  were  there,  to  return  in  a short  while  to  prepare 
his  lessons  successfully  for  the  next  day,  with  the  realization 
that  he  had  friends  in  this  strange  land. 

The  recreations  and  friends  picked  up  in  a strange  envi- 
ronment without  guidance  or  forethought  are  often  far  from 
the  best  type.  The  International  Students’  House  steps  in 
here,  and  serves  as  a healthy  center  for  the  social  life  of 
students  from  abroad.  In  addition  to  the  National  Clubs  and 
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Students  from  Sixteen  Countries  at  the  International  Students’  House 


Groups  which  meet  here,  “Open  House”  is  held  every  Friday 
night,  when  visitors  are  especially  welcome  to  the  entertain- 
ment and  lectures. 

Among  well-known  international  visitors  and  speakers 
to  the  House  may  be  mentioned  Edward  W.  Bok;  Hon. 
Roland  S.  Morris;  Dr.  Charles  D.  Hurrey,  Secretary  of  the 
Friendly  Relations  Committee;  Prof.  Inazo  Nitobe,  of  Tokyo; 
Hon.  Francisco  Rivas,  Chilean  Ambassador  to  Switzerland; 
Dr.  George  Sherwood  Eddy;  Dr.  Paul  Harrison,  of  Arabia; 
Dr.  S.  Osakatani,  of  the  Educational  Department  of  the 
Japanese  Government;  Frank  Yeigh,  of  Canada;  Dr.  Leigh- 
ton Stuart,  President  of  Peking  University;  J.  Takaku  and 
G.  Murakani,  representing  the  Japanese  Imperial  Railways, 
and  many  others. 

Forums  composed  of  Americans  and  Chinese,  Americans 
and  Japanese,  and  an  International  Forum  in  which  all  nations 
join,  meet  throughout  the  year,  and  discuss  questions  of 
interest  and  moment. 

A letter  was  recently  received  from  a young  Chinese, 
a Yale  graduate,  who  studied  in  the  Graduate  School  last  year, 
and  was  President  of  the  Chinese  Students’  Club.  It  was 
written  from  Hangchow,  China,  and  states  that  he  is  in  charge 
of  a section  of  railroad  of  about  one  hundred  and  ten  km., 
under  the  direction  of  an  older  Pennsylvania  graduate,  who 
is  Assistant  Traffic  Manager.  Still  another  Pennsylvania  man 
is  in  charge  of  the  other  end  of  this  railroad;  while  another 
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Chinese  student  recently  graduated  from  the  University  is 
expecting  to  be  employed  in  the  same  railroad.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  they  will  make  a veritable  “Pennsylvania 
Railroad’’  out  of  their  line. 

A graduate  of  ten  years’  standing  was  recently  made 
Director  of  the  Chinese  Government  Railways  in  the  Ministry 
of  Communications  in  Peking.  Other  illustrations  can  be 
given  showing  how  these  selected  young  men,  many  of  them 
graduates  of  universities  in  their  home  lands,  men  of  keen 
intellect,  return  to  their  native  countries  to  fill  positions  of 
power  and  influence  in  their  institutions  and  commercial 
houses,  and  with  international  friendships  firmly  cemented. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  House,  many  American  homes 
are -open  to  -th-e  foreign  student,  while  Churches,  Men’s  and 
Women’s  Clubs,  and  other  organizations,  offer  entertainment 
of  various  kinds. 

An  outstanding  example  of  this  is  the  Annual  Dinner  to 
Foreign  Students  in  Philadelphia  given  by  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  Suggested  by  the  International  House  in  1920, 
the  first  dinner  was  given  in  1921,  with  Mr.  Alba  Johnson  as 
presiding  officer,  and  the  Hon.  Roland  S.  Morris,  at  that 
time  Ambassador  to  Japan,  as  Toastmaster.  The  dinners 
have  commanded  the  attention  and  presence  of  many  noted 
men  as  speakers.  Hon.  Joseph  Buffington,  of  the  U.  S. 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals;  Hon.  Leo  S.  Rowe,  Director  Gen- 
eral of  the  Pan-American  Union;  Hon.  George  Wharton 
Pepper,  U.  S.  Senator;  Hon.  Bedrich  Stepanek,  Minister  from 
Czechoslovachia  to  the  United  States;  and  Prof.  Paul  Munroe, 
who  is  to  be  in  charge  of  the  Rockefeller  Foundation  for 
Foreign  Students  in  Columbia  University.  Students  from 
many  nations  have  responded,  and  the  occasions  have  ex- 
tended and  made  very  real  the  hospitality  of  the  City  of 
Philadelphia  to  the  student  guests. 

Our  life  has  been  greatly  enriched  by  contacts  with  stu- 
dents from  abroad,  and  as  a result  there  is  a better  inter- 
national understanding  and  an  enlightened  world  vision  on 
the  part  of  those  who  have  been  parties  to  the  contacts. 

Our  constant  aim  is  to  impress  upon  our  friends  from 
other  lands  the  fundamental  principle  of  the  best  American 
life:  unselfish  service  to  the  world.  A very  cordial  welcome 
is  extended  to  all  who  may  come  to  Philadelphia  to  study  in 
the  coming  years. 

A number  of  Philadelphia  business  men,  who  realize  the 
mutual  benefits  that  accrue  from  acquaintance  with  these 
students,  have  opened  their  plants  to  inspection,  and  have  met 
the  men  personally.  The  students  are  thus  enabled  to  speak 
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intelligently  regarding  the  products  of  Philadelphia,  “The 
Workshop  of  the  World.” 

The  following  firms  are  sharing  in  the  maintenance  of 
the  International  House  as  an  evidence  of  their  good-will 
and  desire  to  co-operate  with  other  lands  in  the  development 
of  friendly  trade  relations. 

AMERICAN  INSULATION  COMPANY, 

Roberts  Avenue  and  Stokley  Street,  Philadelphia. 

Manufacturers,  Distributors  and  Contractors  for  Asbestos  and  Magnesia 
Pipe  and  Boiler  Covering  Materials,  and  Asphalt  and  Asbestos  Roofing  Pro- 
ducts; also,  Asbestos  Textiles,  Asbestos  Lumber  and  Shingles,  and  Cork  and 
Hair  Felt  Insulation  for  Brine  and  Ammonia  Piping,  including  full  line  of 
related  specialties. 

THE  AMERICAN  PULLEY  COMPANY, 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Manufacturers  and  exporters  of  “American”  split  steel  shafting  pulleys,  for 
power  transmission  by  means  of  belts;  pressed  metal  sash  or  window  pulleys; 
pressed  steel  reels,  spools  and  beams  for  wire  and  textile  manufacture;  miscel- 
laneous pressed  metal  stampings  to  specification.  Stocks  of  “American”  steel 
belt  pulleys  are  carried  by  merchants  in  almost  every  foreign  country. 


THE  BALDWIN  LOCOMOTIVE  WORKS, 

500  North  Broad  Street,  Philadelphia. 

Steam  and  Electric  Locomotives  for  all  classes  of  service.  Prepared  to  design, 
build  and  completely  equip  shops  for  their  maintenance.  Tools  and  engineering 
devices  of  all  kinds  supplied.  Baldwin  Foreign  Service  covers  engineering, 
manufacturing,  shipping  and  financing,  as  required  by  the  customer,  and  a 
general  export  business. 

THE  BARRETT  COMPANY, 

Export  Department,  17  Battery  Place,  New  York  City. 
Manufacturers  of  tar  and  roofing  felts,  “rubber”  roofing,  coal  tar  pitch,  prepared 
asphalt,  tarvia  for  roads,  creosote  oil,  chemicals  for  dyestuff  manufacturers 
and  for  paint  and  rubber  specialties,  black  paints  for  general  utility  purposes. 

THE  J.  G.  BRILL  COMPANY, 

Office  and  Works,  62nd  Street  and  Woodland  Ave.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Manufacturers  of  tram  cars,  tram  car  trucks,  and  of  steam  passenger  cars. 

CONGOLEUM  COMPANY,  INC., 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  U.  S.  A. 

Manufacturers  of  Congoleum  Gold  Seal  Art  Rugs  and  Floor  Coverings, 
Battleship  Linoleums  and  Cork  Carpets,  for  the  export  trade. 

THOMAS  DEVELIN  MANUFACTURING  COMPANY,  INC., 

Manufacturers  of  Malleable  Iron  Fittings.  Malleable  and  Soft  Grey  Iron, 
Brass  and  Steel  Castings  to  order.  Tinning,  Japaning,  Galvanizing,  Plating 
and  Machine  Work.  Saddlery,  Carriage,  Wagon  Builders  and  Miscellaneous 
Hardware. 

EHRET  MAGNESIA  MANL1FACTURING  COMPANY,  INC., 

Valley  Forge,  Pa. 

Manufacturers  of  Ehret’s  85  per  cent.  Magnesia  Pipe  and  Boiler  Coverings. 

FELTON,  SIBLEY  & COMPANY,  INC., 

136  North  Fourth  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Paints,  varnishes,  fillers,  enamels,  color  in  oil  and  in  Japan. 

ROBERT  H.  FOERDERER,  INC., 

Office  and  Works:  Wheatsheaf  Lane  and  Coral  Sts.,  Frankford,  Phila. 
Sole  manufacturers  of  VICI  KID.  Manufacturers  and  Exporters  of  Kid  Shoe 
Leather  in  Black  and  Colored  Glazed  and  Black  Mat  Kid.  Branches:  Boston, 
Mass.;  and  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  and  in  the  following  Foreign  Countries — Shanghai, 
China;  Christiania,  Norway;  Stockholm,  Sweden;  Paris,  France;  Madrid, 
Spain;  Mexico  City,  Mexico;  and  Buenos  Aires,  Argentine. 
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HAINES,  JONES  & CADBURY  COMPANY, 

1136  Ridge  Avenue,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Branches:  New  York  City,  N.  Y. ; Richmond,  Va. ; Charlotte,  N.  C. ; Savannah, 
Ga. ; Jacksonville,  Fla.;  San  Francisco,  Cal.  Makers  and  Jobbers  of  Plumbing 
Goods,  Pipe,  Fittings,  Valves,  and  Heating  Goods. 

HARDWICK  & MAGEE  COMPANY, 

1220  Market  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Manufacturers  of  Rugs  and  Carpets. 

HIRES-TURNER  GLASS  COMPANY, 

30th  and  Walnut  Streets,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Founded  1864.  Cable  address,  “Hires-Turner,  Philadelphia.”  Codes:  A,  B,  C, 
fifth  edition;  Western  Union,  Bentleys.  Manufacturers  and  distributors  for 
export:  Plate  Glass,  Window  Glass,  Mirrors,  Corrugated  Wire  Glass,  Plain 
and  Wire  Skylight,  “Lighthouse”  Opal,  Ornamental,  Chipped  and  Ground, 
“Safetee”  Automobile  Glass,  Zouri  Safety  Store  Front  Construction. 

JOHN  LUCAS  & COMPANY,  INC., 

322  Race  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Manufacturers  of  paints  and  varnishes  for  all  kinds  of  outside  and  inside 
surfaces.  "Purposely  made  for  every  purpose”  in  creating  a finish  that  will 
fully  meet  all  conditions  adequately. 

DAVID  LUPTON’S  SONS  COMPANY, 

Allegheny  Avenue  and  Tulip  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Steel  Window  Sash  for  industrial  buildings  and  offices.  Specialists  in  sash 
design  and  application  to  meet  difficult  lighting  and  ventilating  conditions. 
Steel  skylights.  Steel  partitions  and  doors. 

MADEIRA,  HILL  & COMPANY, 

900  North  American  Building,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Colliery  Proprietors,  Anthracite  and  Bituminous  Coal. 

WALTER  P.  MILLER  COMPANY, 

420  York  Avenue,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Manufacturers  of  paper  boxes. 

MILLER  LOCK  COMPANY, 

4530  Tacony  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Padlocks  of  every  description  for  every  purpose. 

H.  K.  MULFORD  & COMPANY, 

428  South  Thirteenth  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Manufacturers  of  biological  products:  including  antitoxins,  serums,  vaccines, 
bacterial  vaccines,  etc.,  for  human  and  veterinary  use;  pharmaceutical  products 
and  a certain  line  of  chemicals. 

HORACE  T.  POTTS  & COMPANY, 

316-318-320  North  Third  Street,  Philadelphia,  Fa. 

Founded  1815.  Exporters,  Importers,  Merchants,  Steel  and  Iron. 

W.  L.  SAUNDERS,  2ND, 

West  Washington  Square,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Publisher  of  medical,  surgical,  nursing  books,  and  those  on  allied  sciences. 

JOHN  B.  STETSON  COMPANY, 

Fifth  Street  and  Montgomery  Avenue,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Manufacturers  of  Soft  and  Stiff  Fur  Felt  Hats. 

GEORGE  D.  WETHERILL  & COMPANY,  INC.. 

1 13  Arch  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Manufacturers  of  Paints  and  Varnishes  of  every  description  for  interior  and 
exterior  purposes. 
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The  International  Students’  House 

(Endorsed  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce) 
conducted  by  the 

Christian  Association  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 

COMMITTEE  OF  MANAGEMENT 

Henry  H.  Collins,  Jr.,  Chairman 
A.  Waldo  Stevenson,  Secretary 
Frank  T.  Gucker,  Treasurer 
A.  E.  Chevalier 
Frederick  Fraley,  M.  D. 

James  W.  Fry 

Mrs.  James  W.  Fry 

Nelson  H.  Gildersleeve 

William  B.  Gold 

William  Guggenheim 

William  H.  Jefferys,  M.  D.  , 

Frederick  C.  Leas,  M.  D. 

Shippen  Lewis 

William  A.  Lippincott,  Jr. 

Walter  S.  Mclnnes 

John  H.  Musser,  Jr.,  M.  D. 

G.  M.  Piersol,  M.  D. 

W.  C.  Posey,  M.  D. 

Mrs.  Wendell  Reber 
J.  Frederick  Thomas 
Edward  C.  Wood 

June  i,  1923 
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will  mail  a duly  audited  financial  statement  upon  request 


8 


